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The Authority of Christ. By David W. Forrest. London: T. & T. 
Clark; New York: Scribners, 1906. Pp. 437. $2 net. 

This volume purports to be a historical study of the authority of Christ. 
The first chapter deals with the nature and sphere of Christ's unique 
authority, which is grounded on the absolute sinlessness and mediatorship 
of Jesus. The second chapter deals with the limitations of this authority 
as they are due to Christ's articulation into humanity and history and to 
the reality of his moral growth. His unbroken communion with God 
makes him authority on God and duty, but not on questions of science or 
biblical criticism. In the succeeding chapters the author seeks to expound 
the teaching of Jesus upon God, individual and corporate duty, and human 
destiny. He abandons the strict biblical realm at times, and discusses 
with considerable clearness and ability the relation of church and state, 
and the place of religious education in the public schools. Dr. Forrest 
maintains throughout the older conservative positions. He thinks that 
Christ regarded his kingdom as a present power with gradual growth, 
and rejected the catastrophic conceptions of Jewish apocalyptic, though 
in this matter the disciples evidently did not understand him. He taught, 
however, a final judgment as a consummation of the kingdom, and this 
is a demand of our reason and faith. 

One cannot help but wonder how the disciples, who knew the Lord so 
intimately, should so misunderstand him; and, further, whether we are 
to accept the statement about the final judgment because Jesus made it, 
or because it appeals to reason and faith. Suppose that my faith does not 
necessitate this belief, and that my reason finds as much difficulty in the 
concept of a finished and consummated kingdom as in one of eternal 
process, must I accept the former because Jesus taught it ? If Jesus had 
not scientific knowledge, just how far did his limitations extend? Is 
it possible that there are limitations to his ethical ideas and his views of 
human destiny ? Our author is very vague, and never discusses this real 
problem in the authority of Christ. 

The last chapter deals with the Holy Spirit, and points out how through 
the Spirit of the new life the disciples were able in social and ethical prob- 
lems to make decisions of originality and freedom, and yet with the con- 
viction of the divine leading. 
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It is to be regretted that there is not a clearer appreciation of the psy- 
chological and ethical character of the problem. We appreciate the dis- 
cussion concerning the leading of the Spirit, and welcome the statements 
that ground the authority of Christ upon his purity of life, his perfect 
fellowship with the Father, and, therefore, upon his ability to lead us into 
fellowship with God and moral perfection. But when this authority is 
referred back to an absolute sinlessness which is demonstrated ( ?) to be 
both a fact in history and a judgment of faith, and when his mediatorship 
is explained by a metaphysical union with God, demanding a kenotic 
theory of the incarnation, one doubts if there is a clear discrimination 
between an authority that is inner and ethical, and one that is external 
and coercive. Are the statements of Jesus true just because he made 
them, or because of their belief-producing character ? Is authority 
grounded on the content of his message and mission, or in his metaphysical 
nature as the Son of God? Because of what Jesus is in history and in 
our lives we must always attach great importance to his statements, even 
those which we may not now understand; but we can actually take into 
our lives from him only what our faith can appropriate, what our reason 
approves, or our moral nature demands, or what leads to spiritual elevation 
and communion. Let us say frankly that there can be no formal external 
authority, as such, for the man who has been freed by the gospel and is 
led by the spirit of God. We have escaped the tyranny of law, even though 
it may pretend sanction from the words of Christ: We "are not under law 
but under grace." 

It is difficult to place Jesus in the philosophical scheme of Dr. Forrest, 
who is evidently a disciple of Lotze in his philosophy. God is Noumenon, 
unconditioned by time or space, with reason intuitive and not discursive, 
with volition realized and not subject to moral growth. Man is phenome- 
non, with all the limitations of time and space, of thought and will. But 
what is Christ ? He is not a union of God and man in the sense of the old 
church doctrine; for that amounts to two personalities, side by side, in 
one. But he is not man — that is, man only; he cannot be man perfected, 
for he differs not only in degree, but in kind. We cannot conceive of him 
as man ; we need a kenotic theory of the incarnation to assure us that God 
suffered in him; otherwise his sufferings would be purely human and 
would not assure us of a suffering God. But he has all the attributes of 
man; for he too is phenomenon with moral and intellectual growth, con- 
ditioned by time and space. He is "the Divine in the human." Blit 
what is man ? If man is not mere illusion, if knowledge deals with reality, 
then the noumenal is in the phenomenal and God in man. Either this is 
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true, or the old church doctrine must be accepted. The problem of Christ 
concerns the relation of God and the world. 

No more satisfactory is his kenotic theory of the incarnation. Dr. 
Forrest assures us that the sacrifice of Christ is not in his self-denying 
life and suffering death, but in the fact of the incarnation, in the limita- 
tions of humanity itself. But if he accepted all those limitations and 
comes entirely under the category of the human, this is not a sacrifice of 
the historical Jesus we know, and it is not he who saves. For such limi- 
tations would involve ignorance of that sacrifice, and the cord of memory 
between the two existences must be absolutely cut; that is, the human 
Jesus is a distinct personality. Or, if there is in his consciousness the 
knowledge of his pre-existent state and glory and power, and of his mission 
as viewed by the pre-existent Son of God, then we have an element in his 
consciousness that makes an actual interpretation of him impossible and 
leads to the early heresy of docetism. 

This book is reverent and conservative. It concedes considerable to 
modern criticism, and will probably be read with profit by a section of the 
church whose orthodoxy would preclude a more thorough discussion. But 
it has no new message, it makes no real addition to biblical or dogmatic 
theology, and I doubt if it proves of great value to the scholarly world. 

W. C. Keirstead 
Woodstock, N. B. 



The Disciple and His Lord; or, Twenty-six Days with Jesus. By 
Rev. J. S. Kirtley, D.D. Philadelphia: American Baptist 
Publication Society, 1906. Pp. 254. $0.60. 

The studies which compose this unpretentious volume were originally 
written as one of the Christian culture courses for the B. Y. P. U., and 
appeared in Service, its official organ. At that time they attracted con- 
siderable attention, and the Publication Society preserves them in this 
more permanent form in the hope of increasing their favor and usefulness. 

The events of the life of Jesus are, as the subtitle indicates, grouped 
into twenty-six studies or "days," in the main chronologically arranged. 
The purpose is to show the progress of Jesus' life and the logic of events 
and forces which culminated in Calvary. Dr. Kirtley has succeeded 
better in describing the several stages than he has in showing the dramatic 
movement of the whole. Probably the method originally imposed by 
the nature of his task, and the fact that the work has had no revision, 
may account for this. 

Several qualities commend the book. It is written in clear and simple 



